Klara Liden

Reena Spaulings
171 Grand Street, Lower East Side
Through Feb. 7

in her excellent solo debut, the
young Swedish artist Klara Liden
sings while playing the piano and
performs a ballet in a Stockholm
subvway (both on wvideo). In real
space, she builds, from scavenged
cardboard and thin iron pipes, a
small elevated room that is comfort-
ingly solid {once you get up the lad-
der), yet wonderfully translucent in
thve way it filters light.

It doesn’t sound like much, but it
i, Ms. Liden is the real deal, pos-
sessed of a fierce, concentrated ener-
gy that infuses everything she dees.
She is as enpaged with her time as
she is with form and materials, and
approaches both with a very real but
elegant sense of eCOnomYy.

Annpuncements for this show were
printed on squares of old newspaper.
Her previous efforts include a bunk-
er-like structure, available for any-
aone's use, that she surreptitiously
buile (from materials she (ound or
recycled) an the Spree River in Ber-
lin and an alternate postal service
that she created and operated briefly
in Stockholm

On “530 Jamaica Avenue,” one of
the videos at Spaulings, the singing
and plano playing, irept but hearifelt
and not unpleasant, are heard as the
cammera roams through an astound-
ing abandomed apartment that the
artist found upstairs from her own in
the Bed-Stuy section of Broaklyn.
The place = a walk-in collage, full of
stuff, rifi= with intimations of neglect
and loss, yet charged with a sense of
a full, eccentric, implicitly creative
life. Wha lived here? A man? A wom-
an? It makes sense that when we
briefly see the artist, or at least her
bhare back, bent over the keyboard,
and again as she rides an exercise
bike, her sex is unclear. The outpour-
ing music pays tribute.

A similar intensity pervides “Par-
alyzed,” the subway ballet, in which
the artist, who ook dancing lessons
in this case, (lings herself about the
train car, shedding her owterwear,
providing evening entertainment
while alse protesting the buttoned-
down nature of everyday life, which
is amply exemplified by her fellow
passengers. The final shot, taken
from the platform of a station, shows
Ms. Liden running through the train
as through a fbeld of daisies

Inside the cory, carefully bullt
cardboard room five small photo-
graphs of buildings and sculptures
line the wall, That one structure is
easily identified as Ms. Liden’s ar-
chitectural handiwork attests to her
clear vision backed by an equally
clear style. ROBERTA SMITH
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Klara Liden playing the piano in one of her videos at Reena Spaulings.




Flash

New York

New York

B e ,".'I'u,'n,'.'l.';". Fine Arr

Kla

Swedish amist Klora  Liader
colbected a heiny stack ol cand-
bisird b= [roem (B Erashoans
that surroanid KHecns "'i;l.ll.-|ll1!!'\-
Fime Arl, a coqsastenily D]l
gallery on the Lower East Sade. A
fearless architea. Liden el an

chevated lofl o the 2

albery from
dense  siacks o & ardhaoard
supporied by an miFsirgiure of
=1, i""\.|'|.||.'|| pipes Ciaal sy wisifoers
wlaitrhead o rckaly L G ANESIR]
the sy structare, which din
aalmmetied i-.-;hl throweh eens
cardboand grevices. lisels thw

bann v by Lidken h

T Bour

shapslEls ab the sur ng

e hburhonnd and an milasst ¢l
Fosard Bass, Like scualgdors From
Phie i, shie @lfigiently meaorkead
thi ._'|||-\.|l\. wrECe wiltli plain
) F L il Enaddusinal naaléeals

But Liden's installation alse

droecs Trom e social realaly of

the anarchisd sguat

ing subcual
fure, 1\ which enterprisang

P
aguiiaws §
huildimgs 1

spaces [Tax i

msform abands

ART FRAGMENTS FROM THE BIG APPLE

meml proy IKEs Al OPFpasIiFAL

framewiork [of vasans sgueiliers [
experimenl with auiomaunkeus
|||.,l-\.|:,|_'-\. dinsl SoUHOMmIcs
Alihouzh Tar TPem bzing o sl
discamenlarian. Liden expres-
sy CoHivEys 1w sparit of sgual-
ters in ber video 530 Jamaica
bierae, The <haribess arist b
TR LY :1|'|||1||-\. ofi an unmebodic
Plarss in an dhsuicdodied Broaklvn
apariment that overflows with
jusky tremsure. In amsher wideo,
Forradvzed, Liden perlorms 3
Fageggs hallet moa Stockhodm
spibray car He 2 SIaling sounry
kv Szindusd

e by e Leger

Cowbuwy [rom dbe lale bk il

wudine samaples Tam coaee

rary Swedish profests. JovTulls
lzapuit o

Liden. shoeless and cos1alis

¢ sl sicim Lo

Fearleasly  positions (IRt
againsd e grnan

W Wk

KLARAY LIDEN,  2f0 Jamaivs
Woeiiir. MM Viden, Vi, Lourtess
ol Heena Spaulings Fale A,

MameH ArmiL 20405 Flash Arl 25



