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Art in Review

Josephine Pryde

Maids & Magnetism

Reena Spaulings Fine Arg
I Grand 5 reet, Lower Exst Side
Throupk May 24

Working in & Neld shared by pho-
togriaphers as divepss a5 Doug and
Mike Starn and Wallgang Tilmans,
Josephine Pryde creates ENigmatic
and stylish Photographs that are
often blurry, overexposed and fur-
ther altered by darkroom manipuln-
tiond, They would ba judpged fodlures
by conventiona! standards af phioto-
Eraphic quaklity, but thag just makes
them morg hip.

Ms. Pryde, who = British and in
ber late 3005, wants to da miare than
Just stretch comtemporary tasts, An
cblique, politically subversive con.
Ceprualism animates her work, |n
this small show, portraits with Eghast-
v double-exposed  elements  and
burrs of iron filings held 1o thedr sur-
faces by invisibie MaAgnets parody
spirit photography, Other pictures
mllude 19 Madernis EXPerimenta-
Hon: the blue-tone phatograph af
semething resembling 5 translucens
$taol sample could be g dark-room
Experiment by Man Roy or g apiri
Photographer’s record of & blak of
ectoplasm, In fact, a Perzon at the
Eallery twld me, i depicis a slimy
muatertal Sold in toy stores,

Thus Modermis: eXperimentalisem
collapses om the ane hand ing ald:
Tashicned spiritualist fakery and on
the other into consumerisem, Phatog-
raphy's particisation in bogiss fanra.
sies of transcendence is satirically
revealed, and that may be read as @
broader comment on the Empiy and
delusive promises of Capitalist m-
dernity,

Ms. Pryde plays her cards claze 1o
the vest, Being elusive |3 part of an
icoroclastic strategy of resisting and
Critiquing mainstream cufyre and
BOCIELY, which makes her waork ai
nce annovingly coy and seductivaly
intriguing. KEM JOHMSON



