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We are used to think of power as what presses the subject from the outside, as what subordinates, 
sets underneath, and regulates to a lower order. But if we understand power as forming the subject 
as well, as providing the very condition of its existence and the path of its desire, then power is not 
simply what we disagree with but also, what we depend on for our existence.
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Following Hegel, if the creation of the world is the result of oppressed labor; still, the 
true struggle is the struggle for recognition. 

Although both possessed by the Master, the slave recognized that the world around him 
is the world he has made. Still, the terror that seizes him with his recognition of free-
dom appears to culminate in the simultaneous fabrication of ethical norms and the loss 
of the bodily condition of his own life. 

own conscience, in the sense of right and wrong. 
The effect is the transformation of the master into a psychic reality.

Paradoxically, there is no way for the master, on his own, to escape his own form of 
dependence and isolation. He realizes that this does not give him the control over the 
world he had sought.
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